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C Composed of Southerners, the Society 
is a non-profit, tax-exempt educational 
organization which includes Democrats, 
Republicans and Independents. The 
common bond of its members is not 
political ideology, but the desire to see the South 
achieve its full potential. 
The Society's namesake, L.Q.C. Lamar, was a 
19th-century Southern statesman whose eloquent 
pleas for reason among peoples and regions are 
particularly appropriate for the 20th Century 
South. 
Organized in 1969, the Society brought together 
young men who believed the South's progress had 
been too long delayed by preoccupation with 
racial integration and disregard of other pressing 
regional problems. The founding members felt 
it high time that native Southerners begin forging 
solutions in these areas: rural poverty, low wages 
and per capita income, sub-standard education 
and housing, unemployment, an increasing rate of 
population growth, environmental pollution and 
inadequate planning by state and local govern-
ments. 
It can be argued that the South has had very 
little to say about its destiny during the past 
100 years. During Reconstruction (1865-77) the 
South was still under direct control of the federal 
government. Although in theory the reins of 
power were transferred back to the South around 
1877, in practice the South remained at the mercy 
of Northern business interests for nearly 50 years. 
Until the late 1920's largely non-Southern interests 
exploited the region's resources- its land, timber, 
minerals and human resources- for short-term 
gain, without regard to the long-range implica-
tions of their actions. 
Hard hit by the Depression in the 1930's, the 
region depended on the New Deal to survive. 
Again, the major decisions affecting the South 
were made by outsiders, not Southerners. And, 
of course, the story of the 1950's and 1960's is 
well known. 
The Society is dedicated to supplanting empty 
rhetoric, long the solace of our region, with 
pragmatic dialogue. It hopes by means of a 
variety of programs to focus attention on regional 
problems and to spearhead the search for solutions. 
Solving the problems will require the talents 
and involvement of the new breed of Southerner 
- Southerners who are long on imagination, 
innovation and professional competence, short 
on political dogma. 
The Lamar Society welcomes all such persons. 
LUCIUS QUINTUS CINCINNATUS LAMAR SOCIETY 
PROGRAM 
(See Current Schedule Enclosed) 
ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 
The annual symposium will bring together concerned 
Southerners for the purpose of defining a number of 
the region's specific problems and proposing alterna-
tive solutions to these problems. The first annual 
symposium was held in April, 1970, at Memphis 
and co-sponsored with Southwestern at Memphis. 
Similar meetings are to be scheduled in the spring 
of succeeding years in different Southern cities. 
WORKSHOPS 
The Society plans a series of follow-up workshops 
each year throughout the South in which some of 
the issues raised in the annual symposium will be 
explored in greater depth by public officials together 
with business and community leaders in the region. 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE 
The Lamar Society plans to establish a technical 
advisory service and communications network 
available to provide state and local governments 
with information regarding how other governmental 
bodies have analyzed and approached problems 
common to them all. A difficulty frequently faced 
by public officials in the South is the inaccessibility 
of knowledge gained by their counterparts in other 
states while confronting familiar problems. The 
Society hopes that the establishment of such a 
central service will facilitate the flow of problem-
solving information among all the Southern states. 
RESEARCH 
The Lamar Society will both promote objective 
research on the region's socio-economic problems 
and serve as a vehicle for dissemination of findings. 
The Society intends to cooperate closely with exist-
ing research programs in the leading colleges and 
universities of the South. 
PUBLICATIONS 
The Society plans to publish relevant position 
papers, books, monographs, and possibly a journal 
dealing with suggested approaches to solving regional 
problems. 
The Board of Directors of the Lamar Society is 
actively considering a number of other projects and 
welcomes suggestions and proposals from its 
members. 
ORGANIZATION 
The membership of the Lamar Society elects a 
Board of Directors and four officers: president, vice 
president, secretary, and treasurer. An executive 
director is appointed by the Board of Directors. 
Voting privileges are identical for each type of 
membership. 
MEMBERSHIP 
There are several forms of membership available in 
the Lamar Society, a tax-exempt, membership 
society: 
Organization member .... . . . .. . . . .... . . $1,000 
Supporting member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
Regular member .. . ..... . . . ......... .. ' 25 
Student member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
These annual dues free "organization members" 
and "supporting members" from all further charges 
including registration fees for workshops and sym-
posia as well as the cost of all publications. Persons 
interested in joining the Society are invited to send 
a check payable to the L .Q.C. Lamar Society to the 
following address: 
Dr. Thomas H. Naylor, 
Executive Director 
Lamar Society 
2727 Spencer Street 
Durham, North Carolina 27705 
LUCIUS QUINTUS CINCINNATUS LAMAR 
A nineteenth century Mississippi statesman, 
Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar numbered 
among his achievements service as U.S. Senator, 
Secretary of the Interior, and Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court-the on Iy Mississippian to serve 
in the latter capacity. 
His 1874 Senate eulogy of Massachusetts 
abolitionist Charles Sumner drew acclaim as an 
unprecedented plea for justice and amity be· 
tween the North and South by a native Southerner 
formerly known as a "firebrand." 
The Society bel ieves that the type of behavior 
exemplified by his struggle for reconciliation 
between the races and regions of th is country in 
the divisive 1870's is worthy of emulation by his 
fellow Southerners in the 1970's. 
